
   

                                                                         

               

 

 
FLEECE TO FASHION: ECONOMIES AND CULTURES OF KNITTING IN MODERN SCOTLAND  

 
KNIT A MARGARET KLEIN PATTERN – PROJECT INFORMATION SHEET 

 
The Knit a Margaret Klein Pattern is an academic research project and collaborative Public Engagement 

event between the Fleece to Fashion Research Project at the University of Glasgow, National Museums 

Scotland (NMS) and The Klein Estate. This project is funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council 

(AHRC). The initial phase of this project will run until October 2022 and will coincide with a major new 

exhibition at the National Museum of Scotland (November 2022 – April 2023).  

 

Bernat Klein was a painter, designer and textile manufacturer based in Galashiels in the Scottish Borders. 

His wife, Margaret Klein, played a pivotal role in the family run business, first designing commercial 

knitting patterns which used Bernat’s yarn and in the 1980s-1990s employing hand-knitters to create 

garments from non-commercially available patterns which were sold world-wide.  

 

There are many outstanding questions regarding the home knitting sector of the knitted textiles trade. 

We know that Scottish knitwear companies large and small continued to employ home knitters as 

outworkers to complement machine and factory knitting and, in the case of Bernat Klein Ltd, as producers 

of entirely hand knitted garments. But we understand little about how this part of the knitwear sector 

operated. 

 

This project is recruiting research volunteers from the knitting community initially to knit up samples 

and small garments using Margaret's pattern instructions held in National Museums Scotland and to 

submit a feedback sheet along with the sample/garment. This will provide us with information on the 

experience of knitting from her handwritten instructions, the time taken, the skills required, and how 

the garments adapt to being knitted in modern yarns. Initially this practice-based research will give a 

visual representation of Margaret’s hand-written patterns but there is also the potential of matching 

Margaret’s patterns with hand-knit garments held by NMS and other collections as well as producing a 

completed garment which may not exist in any collection.  

 

We would require images of the knitted samples and small garments to be submitted by 30 June 2022. A 

pattern and knitting instructions will be issued upon a volunteer agreeing to participate. Unfortunately, 

we are unable to supply the materials to complete the samples and ask that volunteers use their own 

needles and yarn from their ‘stash’ to support us with the research. Upon completion of the project, the 

samples and feedback sheets will inform our understanding of the home knitting sector and will form part 

of an online exhibition on the creativity and design of Margaret Klein. 

 

If you would like to contribute to the project, or would like further information, please visit our webpage 

where you can view the necessary forms to participate. Alternatively, you can contact us at arts-

fleecetofashion@glasgow.ac.uk and we will forward the Participant Agreement form and Privacy Notice 

for you to read.  

 

When you contact us to participate, we ask that you answer three initial questions: Why do you want to 

take part? Before this project, had you heard of Margaret Klein? What do you usually knit? The answers 

to these will not affect your participation, it just gives us some context before the project begins.  

 

Please note that as the patterns are the Intellectual Property of the Klein Estate and under copyright, it 

is necessary to have the signed Participant Agreement forms prior to any pattern being forwarded to 

you.  
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